Dr Lee is already well known to the profession by his researches on inflammation of the veins, and especially of those of the womb ; and in the course of his pathological investiga-tions on the latter subject, he was led to remark the extreme frequency of uterine 'phlebitis ; and to infer, that to this disease must be ascribed many of those fatal disorders to which puerperal females are subject, and which have commonly been comprehended under the vague general description of puerperal fever or peritonitis.
His necroscopic inquiries had further led Dr Lee to another conclusion, which has been amply confirmed by subsequent experience, viz. that inflammation of the womb and its appendages must be considered as the essential cause of all those destructive febrile disorders which follow parturition; and that the different forms which they assume,?inflammatory, congestive, or typhoid,?will be found to depend principally on the respective affection of the serous, the muscular, or the venous tissue, of which the organ is composed. Mercury, so much recommended by the French, he has tried, and been disappointed. No other result, it may be remarked, could be expected from any remedy which has to contend with peritoneal inflammation, inflammation of the uterine substance, of the venous canals, and the absorbents, all conjoined.
We have given rather a minute and detailed view of the researches of Dr Lee, and their most obvious applications, because
